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Madam Chalrwoman, Members of the Subcommittee and other Members of Congress:

Today | speak before you, not only as president of the PIP, bdt glso as member of
fhe Latin American Committee for Puerto Rican Independence representing 33 leading
political parties of the region, fifteen of which are in government, as is the case, for
example, of Chile, Argentina and Brasil. -

| quote tﬁe Honorable Martin Torrljos, President of Panama and Secretary General
of the governing party in his keynote address to the Latin American Congreass in support of
Puerto Rican Independence held last Novembgr and which elected the Latin American

Commitiee.

Puerto Rico is the only Hispanic American nation that remains undér a colonial regime.
For Latin Americans, correcting this anomaly must be a matter of principle and a priority of
continental proportions. What remains s to agree on whatever is necessary to concrete
the Puerto Rican right to constitute an independent republic...to agree as soon as possible
on a transition schedule that will —once and for all- solve the problem in a dignified and
efficient manner for all involved. Latin America can offer its good offices, promote that
agreement, and guarantee compliance and the durability of that schedule.

Puerto Rico’s colonial status constitutes a problem of hemispheric dimensions that
must be confronted and overcome.

Congress is presently considering H.R 900 and H.R 1230.
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Any bill that, like H.R.900, proposes a referendum that includes statehood is

doomed to failure. Statehood is a poison pill. Even though you may not publicly admit it,
you know that Congress —and particularly, the Senate~ will not approve a law that implicitly
promises statehood to Puerto Rico.

H.R 1230, on the other hand, is fatally ambiguous as to the nature of the existing
relationship. How can you decolonize if you are not willing to recognize the existence of
the colony? Moreover, the potential efficacy of H.R. 1230 hinges on the uncertain outcome
of the next general election of the Puerto Rico.

The Puerto Rican Independence Party proposes a consensus alternative.

EjLs_t_: A yes or no referendum on thg following question:

Do you want Puerto Rico to have a non colonial, non territorial, fully democratic
soveralgn political status_ instead of the present or any other territorial status?

This first step —contemplated H.R 900~ is absolutely necessary, since territorial
commonwealth is the problem that must be discarded In order to arrive at a solution.
Commonwealth is the problem and thus it cannot be the solution. We must unambiguously
put an end to ambiguity.

Second: Congress should express its commitment that once the territorial option is
discarded, it will respond promptly to the status _option that is chosen by the people of
Puerto Rico through a sovereign constitutional convention convened under the laws of
Puerto Rico among alternatives recognized by international law. By definition, such
alterna_tives axclude not only the present status but also any form of modified territorial
status. Needless to say, the Puerto Rican people have an Inherent right to convene a
constitutional convention without the prior approval of Congress; and if the cholce were
independence, Congress must not only respond but is obligated to grant such a request.

Third, if within a period of six months after the referendum a sovereign cohstltutionai

convention is not convened in Puerto Rico, the President of the US, in constiltation with
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representatives of the Puerto Rican people shall, within an_additional six_month period

recommend _fast-track_legislation to Congress. In this 1egis'lation Congress would be

requited to discharge its obligation so that the people of Puerto Rico can exercise their
inalienable right to self determination and .independence. The presidential
recommendation could include, among others, one or several referenda in which one or
various alternatives would be presented.

In 1950-52, the United States engineered a process of consent to colonialism
through a yes-or-no referendum in order to justify and legitimize territorial status. Now, as
then, your interests dictate your policies; but now US interests in Puerto Rico have
changed and “Commonwealth,” an undemocratic, bankrupt status, serves no useful
purpose to anyone. Moreover, Commonwealth breeds dapendency anq statehooders; and
congressional inaction regarding Puerto Rico’s territorial status will inevitably lead to an
unwanted statehood petition, sooner rather than later. Now you must undo your own deed.
Now is the time to dispose of the territory. Now you need a process to end colonialism.

To summarize: the first referendum proposed In H.R. 900 is a critical step in the
right direction. It Is the essential element contained in both the Serrano bill and in the
White House Task Force recommendations; after all, the White House also knows that a
bill that promises statehood has no future.

Approval of a consensus bifl along the !ineé we have proposed will do justice to the
Puerto Rican people and constitute a gesture of good will towards Latin America that could

contribute to bring about an era of mutual understanding in our Hemisphere.

Appendix: The Unanimous Official Pronouncement, or “Proclamation,” of the Latin
American and Caribbean Congress in Solidarity with Puerto Rico’s Independence

(November 18-19, 2008,Panama City, Panama) is appended here to, and made part
hereof.
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Latin American and Caribbean Congress in Solidarity with

Puerto Rico’s Independence
Noveinber 18-19, 2006
Panama City, Panama

Proclamation™®

Commemorating 180 years of the Peoples’ Associative Congress of Panama called by the
Liberator, Simdn Bolfvar, to finalize and secure our Ametica’s Independence, the Latin
American and Caribbean political parties gathered in Panama City in suppott of Puerto
Rico’s Independence, and in harmony with the convocation for this event heteby

Resolve:

To veiterate to the World our solidarity and suppozt for the cause of Puerto Rico’s
independence, an histotic and principled claim of our America. Latin America and the
Caribbean will not be truly independent until all its nations are,

To create a Permanent Wotking Committee for Puerto Rico’s Independence” to
cootdinate and implement this Congress’ resolutions.

To establish Solidarity and Support Committees in each of our nations to educate and
create awarencss regarding the need to integrate Puerto Rico, through its full sovereigaty
and independence, to the concert of free nations and thereby promote the best relations
among the nations of this Hemisphere. :

* Unanimously approved by 33 political parties from 22 nations attending the Congress,

* The Committee was constituted by senator Ricardo Nifiez, of Chile’s Socialist Party; the Hon. Rauil
Alfonsin, former President of Argentina; the Hon. Ricardo Alarcon, President of the National Assembly of
Cuba; Hotacio Serpa, of Colombia’s Liberal Party; Rolando Araya, President of the Socialist International
for Latin America; Gustavo Carvajal, Founding President of the Permanent Conference of Latin American
Political Parties (COPPPALY); senator Hugo Rodriguez Filippi, of Uruguay’s Socialist Party; Rubén
Giustiniani, President of the Socialist Party of Argentina; Tomds Borges, of the Sandinista Front of
National Liberation of Nicaragua; Nils Castro, Secretary for International Affairs of Panama’s
Revolutionary Democtatic Party (PRD); Cuauhtémoc Cardenas, of Mexico’s Foundation for Democracy,
Alternatives and Debates; senator Antonio Cafiero, of Argenitna’s Justicialista Party and President of
COPPPAL; and Rubén Betrios Martinez and Fernando Martin, President and Executive President,
respectively, of the Puerto Rican Independence Party. Subsequently, an additional and final member from
Brazil’s Workers Party (PT) will be soleeted by that party and join the Committee,



To offer to both the Puerto Rican nation as well as the Government of the United States,
our cooperation and good offices, including the role of interlocutors and the tasks to lay
the groundwork that may be necessary at the several levels of the Government of the
United States, leading to a Hemispheric dialogue to resolve Puerto Rico’s colonjal
problem.

To urge our respective governments that the Latin American and Caribbean community
of nations promotes, as a region, the General Assembly of the United Nations
Orpanization’s urgent re-examination of the case of Puerto Rico in light of new
international and regional conditions.

To espouse by all possible means the cause of Puerto Rico’s independence.

To support the liberation of Puerto Rican political prisoners, a claim already made by the
most diverse ideological sectors of the people of Puerto Rico.

To express to the Puerto Rican Independence Party our support, solidarity, and

recognition, upon its 60th anniversary, for its constant and selfless struggle for Puerto
Rico’s freedom.

Pananta City
MNovember 19, 2006

Translated by the Secretariat for North American Relations of the Puerto Rican Independence Party.




